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liavo fallen into his hands "without a struggle. I
have never been able to see the wisdom of this
move.

Then,, too, after Hhornwn had arrived, and when
Bragg knew that ho wa.s on (.he north side of the
Tennessee River, he- went Buckner's division to
reinforce Longstreet* lie also sta.ri.cMi another divi-
sion a day later; but our attack having commenced
before it readied Knoxville? .Bragg ordered it. back,
It had got so far, however, that it could not return
to (Hiattanooga in time to bo of service there. It
Is possible this latter blunder may have been made
by Bragg having become confused as <o what wan
* 1,594 going on on our side. Hliwman had, as already
stated, crossed to the north sido of the Tennessee
Biver at Brown's ferry, in full view of Bragg's
troops from 'Lookout Mountain, a few days before
the attack. They (hen disappeared behind foot-
lulls, and did not come (o iho view of the troops on
Missionary Ridge until they mot- their awsauHi*
Bragg knew it was Khorinan's troops that had
crossed, and, they being so long out of view, may
have supposed that they had gone up I ho north
bank of the Tennessee River to (ho relief of Knox-
villo, and that Longstreof was therefore in danger.
But the first groat blunder, detaching Longstreet,
cannot he accounted for in any way I know of.
If he had captured (Jhattauooga, Kast Tennessee
would have fallen without, a struggle, ft would
have been a victory for us to have got, our army
away from Chattanooga safely. It wan a manifold
greater victory to drive away the besieging army;
a still greater one to defeat that army in his chosen
ground and Hourly annihilate ithey floated
